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Songster 
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Welcome to our brand new free 
songwriter e-zine!  This first issue 
of The Songster is being sent out to 
everyone in the ASC network, 
including the ASC mailing list, so if 
you don’t wish to receive further 
i s s u e s  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
info@ascsa.org.au with “Songster 
Unsubscribe” in the subject field.  
Unsubscribing from this e-
zine will not affect your  
subscription to the ASC 
mailing list or any other 

ASC or ASCSA activities. 
 

The Songster will start off 
small, growing and 
evolving with its readers, 
much like ASC Songwriter 
Assist Inc will evolve with 
its membership over the 
coming months and years.  
Like anything else worth doing, it 
takes time, patience and nurturing - 
and some helping hands - for it to 
grow, so you are welcome to submit 
articles, CD reviews (but not of 
your own CD!), tour and gig dates, 
and anything else that will fit into 
the categories listed further along in 

this note. 
 

Of course, this e-zine is not just for 
the ASCSA membership.  Its for all 
songwriters and song lovers 

everywhere, and I look forward to 
your suggestions, insight and input 
to help it blossom into an 
interest ing,  supportive and 

informative resource for you all. 
 

Eventually, The Songster will 
include articles, reviews, member 
profiles, Australian Songwriters 

Conference updates, 
attendee success stories 
and faculty information,  
industry calendar of 
events, other ASCSA 
projects and events, 
competitions, a classifieds 
section, information about 
new affiliates,  and other 

music industry news. 
 

 Please feel free to 
forward The Songster to 

your music friends and invite them 
to subscribe.  Its free!  All they 
need to do is send an email to me at 
info@ascsa.org.au with ‘Subscribe 
to Songster’ in the subject field.   
 

I hope you enjoy this issue of your 
new e-zine, and I look forward, as 
always, to your comments and 
suggestions. 
 
 

Regards, 
Lisa Butler 

President’s Note 

Brand new videos from ASC 2009 are now on YouTube!   

Our gorgeous roving reporter, Karen Anne Waters, kicks back on the couch at 

ASC 2009 with Faculty members Jason Blume, Gary Pinto and Adam Harvey… 

Check them out at www.myspace.com/australiansongwritersconference.  More 

video interviews will be released soon - stay tuned! 

The official magazine of 

...and for all songwriters. 

The 
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ASC 2010 might still be nine months away, but with 

over 10% of spots booked for the event, now is the 

time to register - ahead of the official advertising 

which kicks off in just a few weeks time!   

 

Advertising for the event will begin much earlier than in 
the past and with a limit of 125 attendees, the ASC team 
is confident it will be a sell out.  That’s fantastic news 
for security of the annual event, and for that of the 
Australian songwriting industry - a key goal of ASCSA 
initiatives - but it also means that if you want to be sure 
of your place at the event, you need to register now or 
run the risk of missing out.   
 
So, what do you get for your money?   
 
• Four days in Songwriter 

Heaven, of course! 
• Over  20  s emi nar s  and 

workshops focusing on the craft 
and business of songwriting. 

• Learn from Hit Songwriters, Publishers, 
Producers and other industry pros. 

• Pitch your songs to local and international 
Publishers who will be actively seeking great 
material and writers to work with. 

• Record demo tracks in the professional on-site 
production studio with top Australian producers. 

• Our 1:5 ratio of Faculty to Attendees equals 
unprecedented networking opportunities in a 
relaxed, informal and unhurried atmosphere. 

• Perform your original songs each night to 
Faculty, Attendees and the general public at our 
open mic performances. 

• Enter our exclusive song contest for Attendees 
only, to win great prizes! 

Specials 
Don’t forget that the early bird special has been 
extended to the end of September so head to the website 
at www.australiansongwritersconference.com.au and 
ASCSA members get an even bigger discount!  If 
you’re not a member of our new songwriter 
organisation, ASC Songwriter Assist Inc, head for the 
website  at www.ascsa.org.au to join up .  You’ll save 
on the fee for the Australian Songwriters Conference 
and  become and foundational member of ASCSA, 
giving you the opportunity to help us develop the 
organisation from the ground up as we seek to assist, 
support and nurture the songwriting careers of our 
members and  raise the profile of all Australian 
songwriters—both in the music industry and in  the 
general community. 
 

Faculty Confirmations 
 The ASC is very excited to announce the 2010 Faculty 
Speakers and Mentors that have been confirmed so far.   

 
Returning to the ASC next year: 
Jason Blume (Hit US songwriter 
and teacher), Andrea Rieniets 
(Lyric workshop), Diana Torossian 
(Publishing), Andrea Szabo 
(‘Authentic Self’ workshop), 
Robert Case (Publisher), Toni 
Koch (Artist/Writer management 

and promotion), and Sean Rudd (Producer).   
 
New Faculty confirmations: Lyn Bowtell (Country), Lui 
Spediliere (Hip Hop), David Rowley (Publisher) and 
Rangimarie Ferguson (Hip Hop workshop).   
 
More exciting confirmations (including more returning 
Faculty) will be announced soon. 

Update -- ASC 2010… ASC 2010… 

Who will be our  
‘Mystery Megastar’ 

in 2010? 
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At the ASC, we love to boast about our talented 

attendees—especially when they work hard to climb 

the ladder of success. 

 

 

Bianca Tropeano has been awarded 1st 
place in the’ Contemporary/Pop/Dance’ 
category of the ASA National 

Songwriters Competition.  She will 
perform her winning song "One More 
Reason" live at the ASA awards night 
in Sydney on October 22.   Bianca won 
the Lyric category of the ASC 2008 
Song Contest last year, and having 
heard her brand new six track EP, I can 
tell you that Bianca is one ASCer 
whose career will be well worth 
watching. Check out to hear why she rocks! 
www.reverbnation.com/biancatropeano 
 
ASCers have also taken out the top 
spot for the ‘Australian’ category at 
the ASA’s  - apparently its top 
secret so I can’t tell you much more 
than that, but ASC’s favourite trio 
will also be performing their 
brilliantly DREAMY song on the 
night!  Woooo Hooooo!   Go Girls!   
 
Alexandra Valmorbida was our 
youngest ASCer last year at just 14 years old, and her 
talent was noticed very quickly indeed!  In fact, as a 

DIRECT RESULT of her attending 
ASC last year, Alex has spent this 
week recording in an LA studio with 
US hit producer, Eddie Galan (High 

School Musical, Hannah Montana).  
The incredibly talented teenager was 
invited to LA by Galan, having been 
handed her artist package by ASC’s 
main seminar facilitator and hit US 
songwriter, Jason Blume, after the 
2008 ASC.  She is recording two new 

songs co-written with Blume and the word from the 
studio is that the songs - and the tracks - are awesome.   
Alex won the ASC 2009 Song Contest grand prize for 
her song “Eye Candy (OMG)” and here at ASC we’re 

incredibly proud of her achievements.  We’ll keep you 
updated, but in the meantime, you can follow Alex here: 
www.myspace.com/alexandravalmorbida 
 
ASC 2009 attendee, Lyndon Wesley, 
has been busy with his Melbourne - 
based business, SongCity, offering 
songwriting workshops among other 
things.  Lyndon sent a CD through the 
ASC HQ of a recent SongCity student 
performance and the talent down there is 
fantastic.  Well done, Lyndon!  Songcity 
is one of our new ASCSA Affiliates.  
Check out the Affiliates page for more 
details.   www.songcity.com.au/ 
 
Feisty 2008 ASC attendee and 2009 Event Assistant, 
Rochelle Swift, was interviewed on Sydney’s  88.5 FM 
on Friday night and had three of her new songs played.  

Rochelle has 
a l s o  j u s t 
received an 
h o n o r a b l e 
mention in the 
USA for her self 
penned track 
“Rebel Queen” 
for July's round 
in the Song Of 
T h e  Y e a r 

competition - a fantastic effort!  Well done Rochelle!  
Hear “Rebel Queen”, the 88.5 FM radio interview and 
more  at: www.myspace.com/rochelleswift 
 
 

Beautiful and talented ASC event assistant, Rhubee 

Neale, is in Alice Springs at the moment where she was 
recently interviewed on 
National Indigenous Radio 

Station (NIRS).  Rhubee 
joined us as an event assistant 
at the ASC in 2008, worked 
behind the scenes for 2009 
and will be back with us all 
for ASC 2010.  Hear her 

wonderfully insightful radio interview and check out 
Rhubee at www.myspace.com/rhubee_kenneth 

Are you an ASC Attendee or 
ASCSA member? 

 

We want to hear all your special 
career and music news - so come 

on!  Share it with us! 
info@ascsa.org.au 

Alexandra  
Valmorbida 

Bianca 
Tropeano 

Lyndon 
Wesley 

Rochelle Swift 

Rhubee Neale 
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ASC Mentor and Workshop Presenter, Andrea 

Rieniets has 5 single complimentary passes to each of 
the new ‘Postcards From Nanna’ shows at Northcote 
Town Hall September 25, 26, 27 at 10.30am.   The first 
5 people to email Cha Cha Sam requesting the freebie 
for each date will get the passes.  Email them at 
hello@chachasam.com.au.   
 

ABOUT POSTCARDS FROM NANNA - Nanna loves 
an adventure, but when she hits the road with Ruby Big 
Dog and Pauline the Parrot, fur and feathers fly.  See 
Cha Cha Sam play all three characters and sing songs 
from our Postcards from Nanna album in a crazy series 
of musical misadventures that has audiences from 3-83, 
laughing and singing along.  

 

Northcote Town Hall - 189 High St, Northcote 
September 25, 26, 27 at 10.30am  
Ages: For big-spirited kids aged 3-83 
Tickets: $15 and $12 
www.chachasam.com.au 
 
 
 
 
ASC’s Vocal Coach, Doreen Van Bree has some time 
slots available for new students at her Umina Beach 
studio.  Doreen accepts singers from beginners to 
advanced, so whether you are a performing songwriter 
wanting to improve, or a non-performing writer 
wanting to understand the voice and its capacity in 
order to better write vocal melody, Doreen can assist 
you.  ASCSA members - see the Affiliates page for 
discount details. Call Doreen on 0408 670 105 to book. 
 
 
 
 
Brand new ASC 2010 Faculty Mentor and publisher, 
David Rowley of Rowley Music, announces that the 
100% Australian-written tune “Breathe You In” has 
been confirmed for mega-selling German act Monrose 
forthcoming album, due out on Warner in 
February,2010. The big ballad written by stalwart 
Melbourne writers Thanh Bui, ASC Faculty member, 
Gary Pinto, and Rod Davies was one of the first tracks 
confirmed for the new record. 
 

 

ASC Faculty Mentor, Ross Stagg is directing the play 
“Voyeurs” as part of the Central Coast Short and Sweet 
Festival at the Peninsula Theatre at Woy Woy. Preview 
Night is next Tuesday 22nd September and the 
show runs Wed 23rd to Sat 26th September. Its one of 
ten, ten minute plays. Ross says that getting involved in 
drama over the last few years has helped his lyric 
writing - after all, many songs are very play-like with  
verses like acts - and of course the intense 
characterisation focus of drama helps writers to focus 
on the who of the who ,what, where, why, and when of 
their songs.  “My country story-type songs have 
particularly benefited.”, Ross says.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASC’s Founder, Lisa Butler, has added another string 
to her bow.  She is now a Certified Coach specialising 
in Life and Career Coaching in the Music Industry to 
help songwriters, artists and industry execs define and 
articulate there goals and put them into action.  Lisa is 
excited to extend this service to anyone in the music 
industry, and of course, ASCSA members get 
preference-and discounts! Email Lisa at 
lisabutler@masonia.net or call 0412 149 094  for more 
details.   

FACULTY! 

If you are, or have been on the ASC Faculty as a 
Speaker, Mentor, Publisher or Music Industry 

Executive - let us know your news!  
_____ 

Not on the ASC Faculty?   Interested?   
Check out the caliber of our Speakers and 

Mentors at the ASC website 
www.australiansongwritersconference.com.au 
 and if you think you fit the bill contact  

Lisa Butler 
0412 149 094  

info@australiansongwritersconference.com.au 
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Zenith Productions—Authentic Self 
SHOP/OFFICE ADDRESS: Palm Beach QLD 
PHONE #: 0412 485 640 
EMAIL:  info@authenticself.com.au 
WEBSITE:  www.authenticself.com.au and www.ZenithProductions.com.au 
 
TYPE OF SERVICE/PRODUCTS PROVIDED:   AUTHENTIC SELF Workshops/Seminars – Personal Evolution – 
MANAWA METHOD, Mentoring/Coaching for the Creative, Personal Expression Coaching, Vocal Expression Coaching, 
Singing Lessons 
 
DISCOUNTS/SPECIALS BEING OFFERED: ASCSA Members in any program shall receive 10% discount on ALL 
products and services. 
 
 

SongCity - Simply Songwriting! 
POSTAL ADDRESS: 11/14 Parker St, Pascoe Vale VIC 3044 
PHONE #: 1300 830 832 
EMAIL: info@songcity.com.au 
WEBSITE: www.songcity.com.au 
 
TYPE OF SERVICE/PRODUCTS PROVIDED:  SongCity offers intensive, modern, community-focused songwriting 
classes. At SongCity we are all about the art and craft of songwriting. We champion the songwriter and believe that you are 
capable of writing a great song. A song that emotionally moves your listener and satisfies your need to write. SongCity 
wholeheartedly believes that being a student of songwriting is a life-long endeavor.  Steve Martin once said, "Talking about 
music is like dancing about architecture", which is why our Songwriting Courses are highly interactive and include live and 
recorded audio, multimedia and practical exercises in songwriting. We want to encourage you on your journey to becoming a 
better song-writer. It is our hope that at SongCity you will be challenged and inspired as you pursue the noblest of all the arts!  
SongCity - Simply Songwriting!  For music lovers, students, singer/songwriters, poets, performers, singers, screenwriters, 
musicians and more! 
 
DISCOUNTS/SPECIALS BEING OFFERED:  ASCSA Members get 20% off all short courses.  Register online or call 
1300 830 832  
 
 

Doreen Van Bree - Singing Teacher 
SHOP/OFFICE ADDRESS: Umina Beach, NSW (Central Coast location) 
PHONE #: 0408 670 105 
 
TYPE OF SERVICE/PRODUCTS PROVIDED:   Singing Lessons Available by professional teacher with 
35 Years Experience.  For Beginners and Advanced.  All Styles.  Individual Attention.  Flexible technique to 
suit all needs. 
 
DISCOUNTS/SPECIALS BEING OFFERED:  ASCSA members booking in as new students get the first lesson FREE - 
PLUS Rehearsal CD and personal practice book provided free of charge - a saving of $30.00.  For further details please 
phone Doreen. 

ASC Songwriter Assist (ASCSA) aims to provide members with information, advice and assistance with their skills, careers 
and overall lifestyle.  As part of this initiative ASCSA is joining forces with music industry service providers as well as 
companies and organisations that provide everyday services and products who are willing to offer discounts and specials to 
our members. The list will grow as more services come on board and we encourage members to let us know of great 
service and product providers we can approach to join our Affiliate program. 
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All intellectual property and reprint rights remain with the 
contributor.  This e-zine claims no such right to the material herein. 
 

If you wish to contribute to The Songster please email the Editor with 
your article and include your name, email address, website URL, and 
permission to print the completed article. 
 

It is the right of the Editor to 'hold over' articles for future issues.  All 
articles appear at the discretion of the Editor but are not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or ASC Songwriter Assist Inc.  Although 
every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information included in 
the e-zine, ASC Songwriter Assist Inc accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy of the information contained in any part of The Songster 
e-zine publication. 
 

You are receiving this e-zine  because you are a member of ASC 
Songwriter Assist Inc, a subscriber to the ASC mailing list, a My 
Space or Facebook friend of the ASC, or because you have made a 
subscription request.  The Songster is  freely available to any person 
or organisation wishing to subscribe.    
 
If you do not wish to receive future issues of this e-zine send an email 

to info@ascsa.org.au with ‘Songster Unsubscribe’ in the subject 

field and you will be removed from the subscription list.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor:  Lisa Butler   info@ascsa.org.au 
 
 
 

 

PO Box 122 

Woy Woy  NSW  2256 

Australia 
 

Phone: 0412 149 094  

E-mail: info@ascsa.org.au 

URL: www.ascsa.org.au 

ASC Songwriter Assist Inc 

This e-zine is published by 


